
 
 
 

 HIST 3245 

Canadiens, Acadiens, Québécois 
 

Class time: Thursdays, 2:30 to 5:30         Instructor: Dr. Shirley Tillotson 
Location: McCain 2104              Office: McCain building, room 1173 
 

Office hours: Wednesdays 1:30 to 2:25, Fridays 2:30 to 3:25, or by appointment 
Email: stillots@dal.ca 

 
 

Class description 

 If you were born in the early 1990s or later, you may never have worried (or hoped) that the 
Canada you would live in one day would exist only as Canada West (Ontario to B.C.) and Canada East 
(New Brunswick to Newfoundland), with a country called Quebec lying between this newly-made nation of 
two non-contiguous sections.nYou may never have discussed "the national unity problem."  Perhaps 
you've noticed that, in the last 10 years, the once singular "national unity problem" has turned into the 
chronic intergovernmental problems of a loosened federalism. Perhaps you have accepted  that, if you 
want to work in the federal public service, you will need to be competently bilingual.   

But even if all of the above is true, and the "national unity problem" is settled, there are still good 
reasons to study the history of what used to be called “French Canada.”  If you are a unilingual 
anglophone or an allophone from outside the province of Quebec, you most likely do not know how 
different your knowledge of Canadian history, politics, and culture is from that of a francophone 
Quebecker or an Acadian of your same age and level of education. You may not know why that Montreal 
hockey team is called the Canadiens. (You probably think it’s called the Canadians). This class gives you 
the opportunity to narrow that difference in historical knowledge. In this class, you will explore one of the 
most important facets of Canadian history, society, and politics, namely the co-existence and sometimes 
troubled interactions of two (or perhaps three, if Acadia is distinct) settler-society nations in what began 
as New France and became, perhaps to remain, Canada.   
 

Required texts 

Stéphane Gervais, Christopher Kirkey, and Jarrett Rudy. Quebec Questions: Quebec Studies for the 
Twenty-First Century. Oxford University Press, 2011. 

There are also online readings to supplement this reader. The chapter numbers from Quebec Questions 
and the online readings are listed in the class calendar below along with the URL links to the online 
sources. Copyright arrangements (ones that are new this term) prohibit my posting .pdf copies of the 
assigned readings on the class website. 
 

Assignment due dates and grade breakdown 

Preparation notes   weekly    20% 

Participation    weekly    20% 

Primary source exercise    various dates     10%     

Essay proposal    March 2 (e-copy only)  15% 

Research essay    March 30    35% 

 

Assignment instructions 

Preparation notes = 20%.  Due weekly. 

Each week, you are required to submit, at the beginning of class, brief point-form notes answering one or 
two preparation questions. One page of notes will usually be sufficient (unless your handwriting is huge). 
These assignments may be handwritten, but must be easily legible. Answer sheets will be distributed in 

mailto:stillots@dal.ca


class. These answer sheets will allow you to evaluate your  preparation notes. A mark of 0 will be 
assigned to late submissions; early submissions will be cheerfully accepted. Make a copy of your 
notes separate from the page that you hand in, and bring the copy to class -- it will be useful to you in the 
in-class discussion exercise.   

 

Participation = 20%.  Evaluated weekly. 

The second part of each class will involve group work on a specific assigned ‘puzzle’ involving historical 
interpretation or the application of historical perspective to a contemporary question. Class participation 
will be assessed on both quality and quantity. To miss a single class is to miss a large part of the course 
content; attendance is therefore compulsory. If you must miss a class, you can earn some part of the 
participation mark for that class by writing a short (300 to 500 word) discussion of the assigned readings, 
focussing, where possible, on the pre-circulated in-class discussion question. Make-up work such as this 
may be submitted before class or up to a week after the class in question. 

In evaluating quality of participation, I will be looking for: 

 -- knowledge of the contents of the readings; 

 -- clarity of communication; 

 -- evidence that you are listening to and understanding the class lecture and other students’ 
discussion contribution; 

 -- evidence that you are integrating the lecture content and the content of the assigned readings, 
and using both to develop an historical perspective on the role of Quebec and of the francophone 
minorities in creating Canadian history and contemporary Canada;  

 -- generally, respectful and active intellectual engagement with each other, the prof, and with the 
work of the historians that you 'meet' in the readings.  

 

Primary source exercise = 10%. Due one week out of 10 possible. 

In each class, beginning January 22 and ending on April 3, one or two students will each give a 7 to 10 
minute presentation about a digital newspaper "clipping" (an editorial, an editorial cartoon, or a news 
story). Each of the two or three students will have found a clipping that relates to the topic of the week, 
drawn from a newspaper from the historical period being discussed in the week’s readings  Each student 
will submit a .pdf of that "clipping" to the class website (via the Primary source exercise 
assignment link) no later than 10:00 a.m. on the day of the class in which they are presenting. The 
presentation in class will consist of the student providing for the class a commentary on the clipping 
(which will be projected on the screen at the front of the class so that the class can follow along in the 
text). The goal of the commentary is to enable the audience to understand the allusions made, standpoint 
implied or expressed, and contemporary significance of the events being reported and discussed in the 
clipping. The presentations will take place at the beginning of the class. The presentations will be 
evaluated on content (interest and significance of clipping chosen, accuracy of context provided, 
perceptiveness of reading), balance of thoroughness and focus (organization of the comments, effective 
use of brief presentation time to maximize the effect of the commentary), and presentation style (clarity, 
correctness, and vigour of speech). 

 At the second class, January 15, be prepared to give your top three choices for which 
week you will be presenting your clipping commentary.  Using this information, I will try to assign 
everyone to their first or second choice of week for doing this assignment. 

Draw your clipping from one of the three English-language papers, below, all of which cover 
events in the Canadas and Canada, and are available in fully searchable digital databases. 

The Times Digital Archive (a database of the London, U.K., Times, from 1795) 

Pages of the Past (a database of the Toronto Star, from 1892) 

Globe and Mail: Canada's heritage since 1844 (obviously, from 1844) 

  

 Three excellent reference sources for use in this exercise are the Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, www.biographi.ca (especially for events before 1930), The Oxford Companion to Canadian 
History, and The Canadian Encyclopaedia, at www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com. All of these will help 

http://www.biographi.ca/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/


you understand the clipping you present. General histories of Quebec, Canada, or the Acadians are also 
appropriate sources of background and context. See, for example, 
 

Dickinson, John and Brian Young. A Short History of Quebec 
Daigle, Jean. The Acadians of the Maritimes. 
Linteau, Paul, et al. Quebec: a History, 1867-1929, vol. 1 and Quebec since 1930, vol. 2.  
Morton, Desmond. A Short History of Canada. 
Trofimenkoff, Susan Mann. Dream of Nation. 
 

Essay proposal = 15%.  Due Mar.  2 (e-copy only).  Early submissions gratefully received.  

250 - 300 words, plus bibliography.  

Choose your own topic, whether from the "pre-approved" topics listed on the separate Essay Assignment 
instructions sheet, or any other one that is related to the themes of the course. On or before March 2, 
submit for approval a 250-350 word description of your chosen essay topic, stating the thesis your essay 
will propose, and giving a bibliography showing at least six major sources. (More than six sources will 
almost certainly be required for a grade of B plus or better on your final essay, but these supplementary 
sources may be identified later on in your research). Your tentative thesis should reflect substantial 
knowledge of the issues concerning the topic.   

If you write an essay on an unapproved essay topic, your final essay will be assigned a 
grade of F.  This means that you must take the essay proposal work seriously.You may not be able to 
find me two days before the essay is due if you decide at the last minute that you can’t find sufficient 
sources for your approved topic, and you need me to approve a different topic. (Yes, this is the voice of 
bitter experience…)    

 

Research essay = 35%. Due Mar. 30 

A research essay of 3000-4000 words (typed and double-spaced).  Please see separate essay 
assignment instruction sheet. 

 

Various Quasi-Legal Bits 

Plagiarism:  

All students in this class are to read and understand the policies on plagiarism and academic honesty as 
referenced in the Undergraduate Calendar, University Regulations, Intellectual Honesty section. 
Ignorance of such policies is no excuse for violations. See further details at the end of this syllabus. 

Bibliography and citation format:  

Instructions on the required format and conventions can be found at 
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/style-guide.html. 

Letter to number conversion scale:  

You can find this at http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/departmental-grade-scale.html 

Late penalties: I am prepared to grant short extensions (up to a week) if asked in advance of an 
assignment’s due date, but I reserve the right to impose a late penalty of 2 per cent per day from the 
assignment’s mark on merit if an assignment is submitted late (either in relation to the standard deadline 
or an extended one) without permission and without what I think is a good reason.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/style-guide.html
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/departmental-grade-scale.html


Class calendar and assigned readings 
 
QQ means Quebec Questions  (i.e. the class reader), followed by the chapter number(s) 
Background readings -- Read these if you have no background in Canadian political history or political 
science.  
 

January 8  
"French Canada" in the recent news.  

 

January 15 
Sovereignties then and now  
 

Readings:  
QQ, chapters 4 and 10 

 

January 22 
1755, 1760, 1774, 1791, and 1837 
 
Primary source presentations: 
  

Readings: 
QQ, chapters 2 and 3 
M. Brunet, French Canada and the Early Decades of British Rule, 1760 - 1791  
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-e.php?&b_id=H-
13&ps_nbr=1&brws=y&&PHPSESSID=3tjtqlcb18goqsd9hne0blu1g5 
 
 
Background:  
P.A. Buckner, 'Rebellion in Lower Canada' in the Canadian Encyclopedia. 
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/rebellions-of-1837 

 
Jan 29  
Visions of Confederation  

 
Primary source presentations:  
 

Readings:  
Paul Romney. "Provincial Equality, Special Status, and the Compact Theory of Canadian 

Confederation" Canadian Journal of Political Science. vol. 32, no. 1 (1999), 21-39;  
F.R. Scott. "The Special Nature of Canadian Federalism," Canadian Journal of Economics and 

Political Science. vol. 13, no. 1 (1947), read pages 13-18, 23-25 (and however much else you 
like) http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/stable/137599 

 
Background: Sections 91 and 92 of the BNA Act 1867, available at 

http://www.solon.org/Constitutions/Canada/English/ca_1867.html 
Peter B. Waite, "Confederation" in the Canadian encyclopedia  

 
February 5   
Pan-canadianism at the turn of the century, from 19th to 20th 

 
Primary source presentations:  

 
Readings:  
QQ, chapter 5 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-e.php?&b_id=H-13&ps_nbr=1&brws=y&&PHPSESSID=3tjtqlcb18goqsd9hne0blu1g5
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-e.php?&b_id=H-13&ps_nbr=1&brws=y&&PHPSESSID=3tjtqlcb18goqsd9hne0blu1g5
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/articles/rebellions-of-1837
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/stable/137599
http://www.solon.org/Constitutions/Canada/English/ca_1867.html


Jacques Ferland. “Canadiens, Acadiens, and Canada: Knowledge and Ethnicity in Labour 

History.” Labour/Le Travail. 50 (Fall 2002), 101-15.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/25149271 
 

February 12 
Religion and the schools questions  

 
Primary source presentations:  

 
Readings:  
QQ, chapter 9 
Robert Choquette. "English-French Relations in the Canadian Catholic Community." In Creed and 

Culture. Eds. Terence Murphy and Gerald Stortz.  (Montreal: McGill Queen's University 
Press, 1993).  E-book, available in Novanet. 

 
Background: Section 93 of the BNA Act 1867, available at 

http://www.solon.org/Constitutions/Canada/English/ca_1867.html 
 

February 26   Research essay proposal due on March 2 
The World Wars 

 
Primary source presentations:  

 
Readings:   
S. Roussell and J.-C. Boucher. "Myth of the Pacific Society: Quebec's Contemporary Strategic 

Culture." American Review of Canadian Studies. vol. 38, no. 2 (2008), 165-87.  (access 
through Novanet -- the URL is too long to paste in here.) 

M.F. Auger. "On the Brink of Civil War: the Canadian Government and the Suppression of the 
1918 Quebec Easter Riots." 
http://muse.jhu.edu.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/journals/canadian_historical_review/toc/can.89.4.h
tml 

 

 
March 5      
Women, Jews, and Workers in Catholic French Canada 

 
Primary source presentations:  

 
Readings:  
QQ, chapters 16 and 17 

 
March 12 
Prelude to the Quiet Revolution  
 
Primary source presentations:  

 
Readings:  
QQ, chapter 22  
Richard Jones, Duplessis and the Union Nationale.  Ottawa: Canadian Historical Association, 

1983. rev. 2000.  http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-
e.php?&b_id=H-35&ps_nbr=1&brws=y& 

 

March 19  
Language and culture  

 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25149271
http://www.solon.org/Constitutions/Canada/English/ca_1867.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rarc20?open=38#vol_38
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rarc20/38/2
http://muse.jhu.edu.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/journals/canadian_historical_review/toc/can.89.4.html
http://muse.jhu.edu.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/journals/canadian_historical_review/toc/can.89.4.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-e.php?&b_id=H-35&ps_nbr=1&brws=y&
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/cha-shc/008004-119.01-e.php?&b_id=H-35&ps_nbr=1&brws=y&


Primary source presentations:   
 
Readings:  
QQ, chapters 11 and 14  
Catherine Leclerc, "Between French and English, Between Ethnography and Assimilation: 

Strategies for Translating Moncton’s Acadian Vernacular," Translation and social activism. 
18, 2 (2005). Web. Paragraphs 1-17 and 28.  
http://www.erudit.org/revue/ttr/2005/v18/n2/015769ar.html#re1no14   

 
March 26  Research essay due March 30 via e-mail – paper copy in class on the 3rd 
Surviving as a minority -- the Acadians 

 
Primary source presentations: 

Readings:  
Matthew Hayday, "Worlds Apart in Acadie: Official Languages Programs in Education in New 

Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 1968-1984." Journal of the Canadian Historical Association 13 
(2002), 238-257. 
http://www.erudit.org.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/revue/jcha/2002/v13/n1/index.html 

 
In-class screening of film "Acadia Acadia" by Michel Brault.   

 
April 3 
Upheavals: 1963 to 1982.   
 
Primary source presentations:  
 

Readings:   
View the documentary Action (by Robin Spry, 1973)  

http://www.nfb.ca/film/action_the_october_crisis_of_1970  (If you encounter difficulty, you can 
go to the NFB Education site through a link on the following Dalhousie web page: 
http://guides.library.dal.ca/content.php?pid=252753&sid=2091658 
 

In-class screening of film "Les Ordres" by Michel Brault 

 
 
 

 
Note concerning Academic Accommodation Policy: Students may request accommodation as a result of barriers 
related to disability, religious obligation, or any characteristic under the Nova Scotia Human Rights Act. Students who 
require academic accommodation for either classroom participation or the writing of tests and exams should make 
their request to the Office of Student Accessibility & Accommodation (OSAA) prior to or at the outset of each 
academic term (with the exception of X/Y courses). Please see www.studentaccessibility.dal.ca for more information 
and to obtain the Request for Accommodation form. 
 A note taker may be required to assist a classmate. There is an honorarium of $75/course/term. If you are 
interested, please contact OSAA at 494-2836 for more information. 
 Please note that your classroom may contain specialized accessible furniture and equipment. It is important 
that these items remain in the classroom so that students who require their usage will be able to participate in the 
class. 
 

Academic Integrity 

At Dalhousie University, we respect the values of academic integrity: honesty, trust, fairness, responsibility and 

respect. As a student, you are a member of the academic community at Dalhousie and so are required to adhere to 

the policies that express those values. 

What does academic integrity mean?  

http://www.erudit.org/revue/ttr/2005/v18/n2/015769ar.html#re1no14
http://www.erudit.org.ezproxy.library.dal.ca/revue/jcha/2002/v13/n1/index.html
http://www.nfb.ca/film/action_the_october_crisis_of_1970
http://guides.library.dal.ca/content.php?pid=252753&sid=2091658
http://www.studentaccessibility.dal.ca/


Academic integrity means being honest in the fulfillment of your academic responsibilities, and to participate in this 

way in establishing mutual trust. That trust is achieved through respect for the opinions and ideas of others.  

Academic integrity also supports the fairness that is essential to the interactions of the academic community. 

“Violations of intellectual honesty are offensive to the entire academic community, not just to the individual faculty 

member and students in whose class an offence occurs.” [Intellectual Honesty section of University Calendar] 

 

Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may be checked for originality to confirm that the 

studentv has not plagiarized from other sources.  The Senate has affirmed the right of any instructor to require that 

student papers be submitted in both written and computer-readable format, and to submit any paper to an electronic 

check for plagiarism. 

 

How can you achieve academic integrity? 

 Make sure you understand Dalhousie’s policies on academic integrity. 

 Give appropriate credit to all of the sources you use in any assignments. 

 Use RefWorks to keep track of your research and edit and format bibliographies in the citation 

style required by the instructor - http://www.library.dal.ca/How/RefWorks 

 Do not download the work of another from the internet and submit it as your own. 

 Do not submit work that has been completed through collaboration or previously submitted for another 

assignment, unless you have permission from your instructor to do so. 

 Do not write an examination or test for someone else. 

 Do not falsify data or lab results. 

[These examples should be considered only as a guide and not as an exhaustive list.] 

What will happen if an allegation of an academic offence is made against you? 

I am required to report a suspected offence. The full process is outlined in the Discipline flow chart and includes the 

following: 

 Each Faculty (Science, Arts and Social Sciences, etc.) has an Academic Integrity Officer (AIO) who 

receives allegations from instructors 

 The AIO decides whether to proceed with the allegation. You will be notified of the procedure. 

 If the case proceeds, you will receive an INC (incomplete) grade until the matter is resolved. 

 If you are found guilty of an academic offence, a penalty will be assigned.  The penalty will range from a 

warning to a suspension or expulsion from the University and can include a notation on your transcript, 

failure of the assignment, or failure of the course. All penalties are academic in nature. 

 

Where can you turn for help? 

If you are ever unsure about ANYTHING, contact me or the TA.  See also:  

 Academic Integrity website 

o Links to policies, definitions, online tutorials, tips on citing and paraphrasing 

 Writing Center  

o Assistance with proofreading, writing styles, citations 

 Dalhousie Libraries 

o Workshops, online tutorials, citation guides, Assignment Calculator, RefWorks 

 Dalhousie Student Advocacy Service 

o Assists students with academic appeals and student discipline procedures. 

 Senate Office: Has a list of Academic Integrity Officers and coordinates the Senate Discipline Committee 

 

http://ug.cal.dal.ca/UREG.htm#12
http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/Policies/
http://www.library.dal.ca/How/RefWorks
http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/Files/AcademicDisciplineProcess.pdf
http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/
http://writingcentre.dal.ca/
http://www.library.dal.ca/How/
http://www.dsu.ca/services/advocacy
http://senate.dal.ca/

