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Plagiarism in Universities 

At U of T, the number of official cases of plagiarism climbed to 

403 in 2005-06 from 92 a decade ago. 

698 students on 9 campuses were surveyed by Scanlon and 

Neumann in 2002 and  24.5 % were found to be plagiarizing 

through cutting and pasting  from an Internet source (Scanlon, 

2003) 

A data from 2, 200 students  across 21 campuses reveals 10% 

copying a few sentences from web sources and 5% turned  

papers in with major parts copied from web sources (McCabe, 

2001).  

A CBC survey of Canadian universities shows more than 7,000 

students were disciplined for academic cheating in 2011-12 

 



Special Report by CBC 

http://www.cbc.ca/manitoba/features/universities/  

http://www.cbc.ca/manitoba/features/universities/
http://www.cbc.ca/manitoba/features/universities/


Today’s Goal: 

Share tech tools and teaching ideas for:  

Prevention and detection of plagiarism 

Pedagogical approach: improving students’ writing skills to reduce 

incidents of plagiarism 

Discussion on applying these ideas in a variety of teaching 

contexts 

 

Focus is practical ideas rather than philosophical debate about the 

nature of plagiarism, etc. 

Focus is on intentional and unintentional unattributed copying of 

others’ ideas (not other forms of plagiarism such as essay mills or 

“help”) 

 



Prevention: Laying a Good Foundation 

Instructor plays an important role 

Have you: 

 Googled your own assignment? 

- “Temptation and opportunity” (Park, 2003) 

Provided and go over links to online resources on academic 

integrity and academic writing 

 Dalhousie Libraries, Purdue OWL,  AI @ the U of T, 

Plagiarism.org, Academic Integrity @ Dal 

 

 

http://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/academic-integrity/student-resources.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://www.utoronto.ca/academicintegrity/
http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/academic-integrity.html


Bibliographic Managers 

A demonstration of the bibliographic-generating 

capabilities is worth a thousand words 

Plug-ins to generate in-text citations 

Refworks, Zotero, Google Scholar 

Helpful for those who plagiarize out of lack of familiarity with 

citation styles, lack of organization, or time management. 

(Park, 2003) 

 

 

http://libraries.dal.ca/research/refworks.html
https://www.zotero.org/
http://scholar.google.ca/




Preventing plagiarism: “versioning” 

Get to know your students’ writing: 
Collect writing samples early in the course: submit digitally, or a timed 

Blackboard assessment 

Use Blackboard to manage versions, drafts and attempts 

AssignmentAvailability 

Students can submit sources: easy to attach 

 



Google Drive (“Google Docs”) for Group Work 

Source: http://gettingsmart.com/2012/09/google_docs_for_collaborative_writing/ 

Free, online, cloud-based word processor that allows for 

collaborative writing through shared documents. 

 

Additions and revisions can be tracked. 



Detection 

Safe Assign 

Turnitin.com  (Thousands of institutions in more than 100 countries, including 

45 colleges and universities in Canada, now use turnitin.com.) 

Other on-line plagiarism detectors: Paperrater, 

Grammarly, Google, etc. 

Readability-Score to compare versions 

If a student suddenly seems to have improved a lot overnight 

 

In-class demos could help prevent plagiarism by those 

who copy because of “lack of deterrence” (Park, 2003) 

 

 

 

http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
http://www.paperrater.com/
http://www.grammarly.com/
https://readability-score.com/
https://readability-score.com/
https://readability-score.com/




Improving Student Writing: Our context 

ESL Programs: 

Intensive, full-time pre-sessional training in EAP ( English for 

Academic Purposes) for students conditionally admitted to 

Dalhousie (and other universities) 

In the curriculum: developing academic writing skills, using 

and incorporating sources 

Much plagiarism occurs accidentally due to weak writing 

skills  

We deal with both detecting and preventing plagiarism 

through skills development 



Activity: Find the Plagiarism 

Distribute a paragraph that contains a combination of 

original writing and plagiarized/incorrectly attributed 

material. 

Springboard for discussion: as to how to cite correctly, 

writer’s voice, etc. 

 

Also acts as a deterrent 



Safe Assign as a Teaching Tool 

Assessment 

SafeAssignment in 

Blackboard 

Very important:  

check DRAFT 

Students can view 

SafeAssign report 



Opens up 

discussions on: 

• In-text 

citations 

• Paraphrasing 

vs. direct 

citations 

• What exactly 

makes a 

paraphrase? 

• Self-

plagiarism 

• Evaluating 

sources 



Text Summarizers and Article Rewriters 

Text Summarizers: TextCompacter, Autosummarizer, 

etc. 

These sites identify keywords in a text, and reduce the text 

to a given percentage of its original length. 

Article re-writers: SmallSEOTools, EZRewrite 

These sites find words in a text that can be replaced with 

synonyms, and slot them in. 

 

http://textcompactor.com/
http://autosummarizer.com/
http://smallseotools.com/article-rewriter/
http://www.ezrewrite.com/


Summarizers and Article Rewriters as Teaching 

Tools 

Points for discussion and/or practice:  

What makes a good summary?  

How do you paraphrase: are synonyms enough?  

Do the article re-writes sound natural?  

How does a human-generated summary or paraphrase sound 

different than that generated by machine? 

 



Discussion 

What are you doing to prevent or detect plagiarism with 

your classes? 

Are you taking a pedagogical approach to plagiarism? 

Could you adapt and apply any of these ideas to your 

context? 
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