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A. General Description of Minors 

The minor programs in FASS are designed to permit students to engage in areas of limited specialization in addition to their major degree program(s). These minors will be noted on students’ transcripts. All minor programs must specify the exact number of credits, within the following range: minimum 3, maximum of 4.5 full credits (or equivalents) beyond the 1000-level. Students may declare more than one minor, but no class can count toward more than one minor (and no class can be double-counted toward both majors and minors). Some departments may have grade requirements for Honours students taking minor programs. It is assumed that a department’s or program’s Undergraduate Advisor will handle advising for disciplinary, program and subspecialty minors; in the case of interdisciplinary minors, an advisor must be named on the request form.  Disciplinary, subspecialty, and program minors will be reviewed as part of the regular unit review process; interdisciplinary minors will be reviewed by the ADC every five years. All new minors must be approved by ADC and by the Dean of FASS. Classes for minor programs can be updated (i.e., added or deleted) on a regular basis through the normal ADC curriculum request system on Footprints. 


B. Description of Specific Minor Options
1. Disciplinary Minors

· are general or unstructured minors within departments (e.g., HIST, SOSA, PHIL)

· cannot be combined with a major in the same department

· can be combined with other minors

2. Program Minors

· are minors with their own code (e.g., CANA, GWST, ARBC, CHIN), which may or may not exist within discrete departments

· can be combined with any departmental major

· cannot form subspecialty minors

· chairs of departments must specify how often each class listed as part of the minor will be offered (e.g., every year or every other year), and provide written commitment that the class will be offered consistently for a minimum of five years

3. Subspecialty Minors

· are more structured or specialized minors within departments

· must have a single code for all classes (e.g., ENGL, CLAS, POLI)

· cannot be combined with a major in the same department

· all language-skills minors are subspecialty minors; nevertheless, language departments may also choose to offer a subspecialty minor in a non-language-skills field (e.g., “French culture,” offered in English)

· a clear rationale must be provided explaining the way in which a particular subspecialty comprises a discrete minor 

· a clear account of the specific requirements for this minor must be provided

· chairs of departments must specify how often each class listed as part of the minor will be offered (e.g., every year or every other year); and provide written commitment that the class will be offered in this way for a minimum of five years

4. Interdisciplinary Minors

· do not have their own code (e.g., Health Studies, Law and Society, Latin American Studies, Popular Culture Studies)

· require classes to be taken in more than one department or program

· may require or permit classes to be taken in more than one faculty

· no more than half of the classes for an interdisciplinary minor can be taken within a single department

· all requests for new interdisciplinary minors will require a clear rationale for the program, the approval of all participating departments, and the name of an individual willing to serve as coordinator (who will be responsible for advising students and monitoring curriculum) for a period of five years.

· chairs of departments must specify how often each class listed as part of the minor will be offered (e.g., every year or every other year); and provide written commitment that the class will be offered in this way for a minimum of five years.
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	Title of minor
	The title of minor as you would like it to appear on the student’s transcript.

	

	Type of minor
	Select one of the following four categories:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disciplinary
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Subspecialty
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interdisciplinary

	Number of credits
	Minimum 3, maximum 4.5 full-credit equivalents.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3.5
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4.5

	Requirements
	Does this proposal include specific requirements? If your answer is Yes, please list them (see appendix).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	

	Frequency of offerings
	For required courses, indicate how frequently the Department(s) plan(s) to offer them. 

	

	Rationale
	For subspecialty and interdisciplinary minors, please provide an explanation for the need for this particular Minor.

	

	Resources
	Please identify any additional resources required to offer this Minor (such as faculty members, new courses, library acquisitions, space, equipment, etc).

	

	Advising
	If this is an Interdisciplinary Minor, specify who will be responsible for advising students (five-year commitment). 

	

	Participating departments 
	
	Chair’s/Coordinator’s  signature

	For an Interdisciplinary Minor, list all Departments that have agreed to participate in this Minor. For Disciplinary, Subspecialty, and Program Minors, enter the name of the home unit.
	
	The signature(s) indicate(s) that each unit will respect its commitment to the Minor for a minimum of five years after the date of the Dean’s approval.

	
	
	Signature(s):
	Date:

	
	
	
	

	ADC approval
	
	Dean’s  approval

	Signature:
	Date:
	
	Signature:
	Date:

	
	
	
	
	


Appendix -  template for presentation of requirements for various types of minors

Department of Interesting Stuff

A. Minor in Interesting Stuff [example of disciplinary or program minor, where no specific courses are required]

Any three credits in INTS at or above the 2000 level. At least one .5 cr course must be 3000 level or above.

B. Minor in Interesting Stuff [alternate example of disciplinary, program or subspecialty minor, where certain courses are specified]

· INTS 2001.03 

· INTS 2002.03

· INTS 3100.03 or INTS 3200.03

· any other 1.5 credits in INTS at or above the 2000 level

C. Minor in Interdisciplinary Interesting Stuff [example of interdisciplinary minor]

· INTS 2001.03

· INTS 2002.03

And any two of:

· OTHR 2069.03

· OTHR 2070.03

· OTHR 2109.03

· OTHR 2110.03

· OTHR 2510.03

· OTHR 3215.03

· OTHR 3510.03

And any two credits from:

· FUNS 2381.03

· FUNS 2386.03

· FUNS 3390.03

· FUNS 4300.03

· WOWS 3302.03 

· WOWS 3303.03

· WOWS 3304.03

· WOWS 3401.03

· YEAH 3360.03

· OKAY 3168.03 (or Xlist code HUHH 3168.03)

At least one full credit must be at the 3000 level or above.
Wherever possible, minors will draw on existing courses and resources. Proposals requiring new resources may be approved only subject to available budgets.








